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Greetings............

Welcome to the premier edition of “The Brass
KRey Newsletter®, the official newsletter of the
Northeast Kingdom Amateur Radio Clubl The
clubs first meeting was held in Derby on
February 23 with 12 people in attendance.
What a great turnout. Approximately &2
meeting notices were mailed to all licensed
HAM’s in Orleans and Essex Counties and a few
in Caledonia County. Between those present at
the meeting and those that contacted us to
express interest in the club prior to the
meeting, but couldn’t make the date, we had
about a 22% response to the total letters
mailed out.

The hope for a club newsletter is to report on
the clubs’ events and gatherings, and to share
any information that any club member feels
may be useful — this could be news of a new
HAM or a Silent Key (9K), an educational
topic, classified ads — the list is wide open!

In this newsletter you will find the minutes to
the meeting held in February, notice of an
educational offering and local VEC Testing
session, and some headings for what might

become a regular appearance in the newsletter.

If you have any ideas for the newsletter or any
submissions that you want published, please

feel free to e-mail them to kalpxz@arrl.net
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THE NEKARC’S HOME
(TEMPORARILY!) ON THE

Check out the temporary home on the web for the
NEKARC. There you will find links to the club
constitution, bylaws, and membership application

www.kalpxz.net/nekarc

Print off and submit your application ANYTIME in
2017 and pay NO DUESintil January, 2018! That’s
right! You can join for free anytime in 2017... what

a deal!
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The next clb meeting will be on Thursday,avth 23 at
cYnn LY d GKS hNISFIya / zjM
US Route 5, Derby (across frémgway). Join us for the

meeting, refreshments, and a presentation by Ri
W1HZNon dipole antennas.
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75 Ohm feedline
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Meeting Minutes — NEKARC — February 23, 2017

The meeting started at 1800 hours (local) with ten people present. Fhil, KAIPXZ, started off by explaining the way the
club was formed about a year ago but had been dormant since organizing. Fhil explained that the desire was to get the
formalities of a club done first, such as bylaws and a club constitution, then recruit some club members.  Phil explained
that the current bylaws and constitution of the club were based on a model provided by the ARRL. Both will be made

available on the clubs website, www kalpxz.net/nekarc.

Since there was no real agenda for this first meeting, Phil opened up the floor for discussion on any topic. Dennis,
KBINST, brought up having another testing session in the area. In the past year there has been 3 test sessions in the
local area that have netted about 10 new HAM’s. There has been interest by some more to have another class/test
session. Dennis will work on setting up a class and/or test session for late March.

There was a general discussion of the fact that this club is in place to eerve the entire three-county region of the
Northeast Kingdom — Orleans, Essex, & Caledonia Counties — and that the club meetings and events should or could
happen anywhere within those counties and not just Orleans County. There was discussion of what type of events to hold
to get the awareness of the Amateur Radio hobby out to others. Field Day (in June) was discussed with that weekend
being a real good posgeibility to get the message out there plus get a bunch of local amateurs together for some fun. We

will continue the discussion of a field day event at the next meeting.

Al, K1IKS, brought up the topic of getting younger HAMS involved (or even drawn into the hobby) as well as getting those
that are licensed at the technician level beyond that. The public evente would hopefully get the message out to non-
licensed people and we would attempt to offer some type of study group or class for those licensed at the technician level
to upgrade. We discussed getting involved with local boy scout troops to help them with their merit badges. Dennis has
done this in the past. We would algo offer the testing sessions locally so people wouldn’t have to travel out of the area.
Dennis and Phil mentioned that given the number of test sessions already done, we could possibly become a stocked ARRL
testing center and be able to give exams whenever needed.

Although the bylaws currently call for member dues, it was decided to forgo that for this year. While there may be some
costs involved with different projects and events that the club may take on in the future, nothing is planned right now and
in the interest of gaining members, the dues are waived for this year. Dues will be payable January 1, 20186 for the
following year. All dues will be come due at once regardless of when a member submits their application in order to make
the process easier for accounting purposes later on. Once an application is received, the member will be issued a
name/call sign badge with the club logo on it. (NOTE: Application included with newsletter/minutes.)

Rich, WIHZN, offered to host meeting at his home QTH and/or offer up some workshop epace for anyone wishing to work on
projects.

The meeting ended with setting a date for the next meeting. That will be held on Thursday, February 23, 2217 at the
sheriff'e department. While the ultimate goal will be to spread out the meeting locations and possibly change the day of
the week that they are held, it was felt that having a meeting monthly, at least in the infancy of the club organizing, was
important.

Meeting adjourned @ 1945
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Send completed application to:

NEKARC @ 5
clo Philip Brooks, KAIPXZ :
PO Box 172 Amateur Radio Club

Barton, Vermont 958622

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NORTHEAST KINGDOM AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Name: Call Sign:

Mailing Address: License Class:

City: State: ZIP: License Expires:

Phone: E-mail: ARRL member? Y N

ARRL expires:

| hereby apply for membership in the Northeast Kingdom Amateur Radio Club (NEK ARC). | have
read and will abide by the constitution and by-laws of the club and will conduct myself in a manner
that will not reflect unfavorably on the NEK ARC or any other radio club.

| understand that while operating under the club call sign or through any club repeater, all amateurs,
including members, are considered guest operators of the amateur radio station owned by and
licensed to the NEK ARC.

| understand that the guest operators must observe all FCC regulations, follow ARRL operating
procedures, and avoid any conversation that includes profane language or racial, ethnic, religious, or
sexual slurs.

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE: DATE:

(FOR CLUB USE ONLY)

Application Received: ID Badge Issued: ( )Yes ( )No
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Are you a VEC? Do you want to
Contact Dennis or Phil for help on getting your VEC credentials.
You must hold a General license or higher.

become &

Become part of our club testin
HAMs into this word and help other

g team and you can help bring NEW
s advance in the hobby.
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Know someone interested in taking their test to get their
Amateur Radio license? Know someone that wants to upgrade?
(maybe YOU! )

Join us on Saturday, March 25 at the Orleans County

Sheri ffés Department for an ARRL

Testing will begin at 1500 hours (local). Remember to bring:

two (2) forms of ID (one picture ID)

a COPY of your current license

any CSCE (dated no more than one year ago)
$15.00 test fee
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Call for Newslette r

A section of each edition of the club newsletter will be

reserved for classified ads. If you have any items for

sale, wanted, or to give away for FREE, just e - mail Phil,
KA1PXZ, ( kalpxz@arrl.net ) and they will be added to the

classified section of each newsletter. They will be

listed only in the next edition unless otherwise renewed.

///////

Submi ssionséééééeécé.

Do you have something that YOU would like to see in the newsletter? Maybe some technical advice?
A story about your favorite Amateur Radio experience? Product review and testing? E-mail your
written piece to Phil, KA1PXZ, at kalpxz@arrl.net and we will find some room in the next edition of

the Brass Key.

-723’s until next timel — Phil, KATPXZ
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The KA1PXZ Repe

Located in Glover, VT and operating on a
frequency of 449.075, -5k shift, with PL tone
of 100.0.

o

Also located at the repeater site is KA1IPXZ -7,
an APRS digipeater providing an APRS link to
KA1PXZ -1, an | -GATE located in Glover
Village. Operating on the North American

APRS frequency of 144.390.

***Meeting Reminder***

The next meeting of the NEKARC will be held on Thursday, March 23, 2017 at
1800 hours at the Orleans County Sheriffds Depar
Vermont. If anyone needs directions ,we wi || haven®d onallké6. 52 si
Hope to see you there!!

Northeast Kingdom Amateur Radio Club
c/o Philip Brooks, KA1PXZ

PO Box 172

Barton, Vermont 05822




